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A Short History of the Laidmans in Cleveland: Early Years 

 
Ancestors of the Laidman family can be traced to southwest Lithuania in the 1800s. The earliest 
known family members were Dov (aka Berko and Beryl) and his wife Sara. Both were born in 
about 1825-1828, two decades before the birth of the first of their five children. Among these, 
their three oldest children – Abram Josef, Fruma Lea, and Roche Gittel – later departed 
Lithuania for the United States, accompanied by their spouses and children.  
 
Immigration and Settlement 
 
No details are known about how and when the family transported to America. According to the 
1900 census, most of the family had arrived 13 years earlier in 1887. (The date needs 
verification.) The extended Laidman family (13 adults and 10 children) occupied five units in a 
tenement building at 53 Cherry Street near the intersection of Broadway and East 14th Street in 
downtown Cleveland. Over the years, family members scattered further and further out to the east 
side.  
 
Berko and Sara’s son Abram Josef adopted the name Joseph and earned his living in Cleveland 
as a junk dealer until his death in 1905. He had been accompanied by his wife, the former Taube 
Iushkovski and their three teenage children – Ruben, Charles and Fannie. Taube was later known 
as Toby and Tillie; family members later changed Iushkovski to Yaskofsky, and later Kofsky.  
The Iushkovskis can be traced to the late 1700’s in Lithuania.  
 
Abram Josef’s son Ruben also took an American name, Robert. In 1897, at age 20, Robert 
married Roche (Rose) Greenberg, whose family had come from the Vilna region of Lithuania. 
Robert worked his entire life as a huckster (peddler) of fruits and vegetables, junk, scrap metal 
and rags and paper. The couple had 11 offspring including two who died as children, Henry and 
Isador. The family’s third generation in Cleveland – the first American-born --included Jack, 
Sadie, Mary, Benjamin, Albert, Morris, Gertrude, Robert and Leroy.   
 
Son Charles, Ruben/Robert’s brother, did not marry until he was age 29. In 1903 he wed Bessie 
Cohen, who had emigrated with her family from Russia (region not known). The couple had two 
daughters, Helen Laidman Glassman and Thelma Laidman (never married), and a son, George, 
who later changed his last name to Layton. A shirt-maker and tailor, Charles made clothes in his 
own tailor shop at 373 Broadway. In 1916, with a business partner, he started a company that 
produced protective asbestos pads for dining room tables, Later, he invented and patented a 
folding mat that made storage and handling easier.    
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Daughter Fannie was a bride at age 21 in 1896, when she married Louis Ross and became a 
housewife and mother. Louis had come from the Vilna region of Lithuania (same as Taube) and 
also worked as a fruit and vegetable peddler. The couple also raised 11 children, most of whom 
married and later resided in Cleveland: Lillian (William) Lane, Sadie (Louis) Katz, Benjamin 
(Mollie Amdur), Mary (Simon) Amdur, Jacob, Mildred (Morris) Raymer, Raymond (Marjorie 
Lipman), Abraham, Blossom (Harry) Klynn, Gertrude (Eugene) Soloway, and Sylvia (Earl) 
Klein.  
 
Also immigrating were Abram Josef’s sister Frume Leah and her husband Elko Iushkovski, who 
was the twin brother of Abram Josef’s wife Taube (Toby, Tillie). He later was known as Alex 
Yaskofsky. The couple brought along at least two sons, Herman (married to Lena) and Bennie 
(who met and married his Hungarian-born wife, Bertha, in Cleveland). Both sons raised families 
in Cleveland.  No information is known about Frume Leah’s Lithuanian-born daughter Mikhlia. 
Also few details have been uncovered about Abram Josef and Fruma Lea’s sister, Roche Gittel, 
except that she resided in Detroit and raised two daughters and four sons. 
 
Two Brothers Remained in Lithuania and Their Families 
 
Moische Laidman, the youngest son of Berko and Sara, remained for his entire life in Lithuania 
with his wife Bodana Epstein, but is notable for his unsuccessful attempt to join his family in 
Cleveland in 1912. The couple had 11 children – including four who immigrated to the United 
States between 1910 and 1933. Sore (Sarah Perlman), Froma Marie (Mary Leonard) and Benjamin 
A. Laidman each lived briefly in Cleveland in the 1910s. Their youngest sister, Zlata (Sylvia 
Wexler), immigrated in 1933 directly to Jacksonville, Florida, where all four siblings eventually 
resided. 
 
Also remaining in Lithuania was Berko and Sara’s son Chaim, a farmer and judge, who was 
murdered at the beginning of World War II on 3 November 1941 after German troops and anti-
Semitic Russian officials seized control of Lazdijai, the town where he and the family of his then-
deceased brother resided. Also shot as part of the Holocaust by Bullets on the same day were 
Chaim’s wife, two of their adult sons, and three of brother Moische’s adult children. Chaim’s third 
son Moshe, his wife Chaya, and three young children also perished. It is notable that Moshe had 
sought an immigration visa for himself and his family in 1939 from the nearby American consulate 
in Kuanas. His application had been denied. 
 
Robert and Rose Laidman’s Family   
 
At the time of the 1910 census, Robert and Rose had moved to and briefly lived in Galion, Ohio, 
where Robert tried his hand at being a junk dealer. The couple soon returned to Cleveland. 
 
As they came of age, Robert and Rose’s children began to move out of the house. The first was 
Sadie, who married and became a mother only to tragically die in 1922 as a result complications 
from a medical treatment. Daughter Mary also married and moved to Chicago, where her first 
husband was later committed to a mental hospital.  She later remarried (but never had children). 
Son Jack joined the full-time Ohio National Guard and later fought in the U.S. Army in France 
during World War I. Later, in the 1920s, his brothers Benjamin and Albert joined the U.S. Navy 
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submarine corps and Marines, respectively. Similar to their older brothers before them, Morris 
and Robert worked with their father as hucksters (peddlers) up to the time of his death in 1936. 
Robert and Rose’s youngest son, Leroy, contracted multiple sclerosis as a young adult and could 
not seek regular employment. 
 
The lives of the American children of Robert and Rose Laidman were shaped in large measure 
by the family’s Jewish and European ethnic heritages. Daughters Mary and Gertrude were the 
only ones to marry outside the faith. Mary’s first husband, Ray Zorger, was a fourth-generation 
U.S. citizen, while Gertrude’s husband, John Bojec, was an American-born child of Austrian 
immigrants. Two of Ruben and Rose’s children married Jewish Russian immigrants, Sadie 
(husband Hyman Katz was from the area now central Belarus) and Albert (wife Sarah Wolinetz 
was from the region now along the Belarus-Poland border). The others each married first-
generation, American-born children of Jewish parents who had come from Latvia (Edith 
Ginsberg, first wife of Jack; and her sister Ruth, wife of Benjamin), Poland (Doris Rosenblum, 
wife of Robert), and Russia (Florence Lubinsky, wife of Morris; Ethel Kessler, wife of Leroy). 
 
Notably, five of the Laidman boys would become electricians by trade. Jack was the first – he 
was listed as an electrician in Cleveland city directories as early as 1921. He possibly learned his 
trade in the war. Benjamin was an electrician in the Navy, and Albert began doing electrical 
work while employed at a steel mill. Robert started as a delivery driver for an electrical supplies 
company, undoubtedly encouraged by his brothers. Benjamin, Albert, Morris and Robert each 
started their own electrical businesses. Benjamin and Morris would also work together after each 
of their families moved to California in the 1940s. Jack worked for two decades as a 
superintendent of a major regional electrical contracting firm and brought his two sons into the 
business. He joined his brother Albert’s business during the last several months of his life. 
 
Following Joseph’s death, Robert’s mother Toby resided for nearly three decades with her 
daughter Fannie and her family. She died at age 95 in 1934. Robert passed away two years later, 
reportedly at age 57.  Robert’s wife, Rose, lived on her own for about 15 years. By about age 70 
Rose suffered from diabetes and the onset of dementia and became a resident of the Jewish 
Orthodox Home for the Aged. She died at age 85 in 1966.  
 
Seven of Rose and Robert’s children became parents of children who constituted the fourth 
generation of Laidmans who lived in Cleveland. Rose and Robert’s 24 grandchildren included: 
Gladys Katz, 1917; Bernard 1921; Shirley 1922; Dorothy Katz 1923; Sanford 1924; Arline 1928; 
Joan Bojec 1929; John Bojec Jr. 1931; Daniel 1932; Joyce 1933; Nancy Jean 1934; Sandy 1934; 
Robert “Bobby “1936; Ted 1939; Harvey 1942; Barry 1943; Roberta 1943; Janie Lynn 1944; 
Laura 1945; Jerry 1946; Marge Bojec 1946; Richard 1947; Lynn 1948; and Sharon 1952. The 
family continues to grow and now includes the eighth generation of family members in America.    

 
 
See other relevant numbers in this series for more details about the Laidmans. See also the 
family tree and entries for individual family members on FamilySearch.org. Begin your search 
with Ruben “Robert” Laidman,” ID No. L5FQ-NQT. 
 


