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Robert and Rose Laidman  

Robert and Rose Greenberg Laidman each immigrated to the United States from Lithuania (then 
part of the Russian Empire) and settled in Cleveland, where they married December 31, 1897. 
The couple raised 11 children: Jack, Sadie, Mary, Benjamin, Albert, Henry, Gertrude, Morris, 
Robert, Isador and LeRoy.  

Lithuanian Jews (sometimes known as Litvaks) had arrived in Cleveland as early as the 1850s 
and usually spoke Yiddish. By the turn of the 20th century some 1,000 Lithuanian immigrants 
had settled in Cleveland, mostly German-speaking Christians residing around St. Clair and 
Oregon (now Rockwell) Avenues. The number of Litvaks in Cleveland is not known. 

Ruben - Robert Laidman 

Robert’s Hebrew name was Ruben, probably spelled Reuben or Reuven. However, all public 
records since his arrival in America used his Americanized name. 

Early Years in Cleveland.  Robert Laidman is believed to have immigrated to the United States 
with his parents, Abram Josef “Joseph” Laidman and Tauba (Toby, Tillie) Yaskofsky Laidman 
and his two siblings, Charles and Fannie. According to the 1900 Federal Census, the year was 
1887. However, different years were reported later in the 1910 Census by Robert (1889) and by 
Charles (1880). According to Robert’s 1896 application for U.S. citizenship, the year was 1891. 

No details have yet been found to date about their departure, passage or arrival in Cleveland.  

The earliest documentary evidence related to the Laidmans in Cleveland were the marriage 
license of Fannie Laidman and her husband Louis Ross (1893) and Charles Laidman’s 
naturalization certificate (1895). Soon thereafter Robert applied for citizenship (1896) and the 
following year the couple took out a marriage license (1897) – both reproduced below.   

The Laidmans settled in Cleveland’s Ward 16, a densely populated Jewish community of 
tenements southeast of downtown, near where East 14th St meets South Broadway today.  
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Left: A 1900 map of the Cherry Street Neighborhood in which the Laidman Family resided. 
Right: A modern city map showing the area is now occupied by Cleveland’s massive central post 
office southeast of the intersection of I-77 and I-90. Compare the location of Woodland Avenue, 
Orange Avenue and Broadway on each map. 

 

The 1900 Federal Census indicates the entire family lived in the same building at 53 Cherry 
Street, along with relatives who comprised the Kofsky family.  

Census registers (see top section of exhibit below) indicate Robert and Rose resided with a child, 
who was listed as “Gus.”  The child’s birthday (October 1899) corresponds to the birthday of 
their oldest son Jack (who was listed as “Abe” ten years later in the 1910 census). A second 
child, Joseph, was also reported, but the entry is questionable and might have been a reporting 
error because his birthdate reported as January 1900 was only three months following Jack. (No 
family conversations or records refer to Joseph, and no birth nor death certificate that could be 
located.)  

Also residing in the building were Robert’s parents, Abraham and Tillie Laidman and Robert’s 
27-year-old brother, who were boarders in the household of Herman and Lena Kofsky. 
Abraham’s occupation was recorded as “junk dealer.” Possibly based on a middle or pet name, 
Abraham’s wife was reported as “Sarah” although she later went by Toby and Tillie (a common 
Americanization of her Hebrew birth name, Taube). Son Charles lived with his parents until he 
married Bessie Cohen three years later in 1903. The census showed Charles’ occupation as “shirt 
mfg.” – consistent with his later involvement in the garment industry.   

A separate entry at the bottom of the previous page showed Abraham and Tillie’s daughter 
Fannie resided in the same building with her husband Louis Ross and their two daughters.1     

Tillie Laidman’s maiden name was Iushkovski, later simplified as Yaskofsky. A retold family 
story says she was a twin and had a brother who changed (shortened) his name to Kofsky. This 

                                                           
1  For more about Abraham and Tillie see FamilySearch.com: Use the Search or Find tabs to locate Abram 
Josef “Joseph” Laidman, ID No. GC3C-BSF. Charles, Fannie and Robert are linked as their children.  
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was probably Alen Kofsky, age 55, who was reported in the Census as being the same age as 
Tillie (see top of the bottom exhibit). Based on their ages, the two other Kofsky men on the 
census register were likely Alen’s sons -- Herman Kofsky, age 34 (with whom Abraham, Tillie 
and Charles resided)  and Bennie Kofsky, age 28 and his family (see bottom section). If so, these 
were nephews of Tillie. (Note: The family might not have abandoned the Yaskofsky name 
altogether. When Bennie and Bertha Kofsky’s daughter Rachel was married in 1926, the 
marriage license listed the surname of the bride and her father as Yaskofsky.) 

The Laidmans and Yaskovskys/Kofskys resided at 53 Cherry Street for only a short period. The 
1904 Cleveland City Directory listed Abraham and Tillie residing at 17 Grove in Cleveland (with 
Robert and Rose residing in the rear unit of the same address).  

 

 

Top: 1900 Federal Census household listings for Robert and Rose for and Abraham Tillie and 
Charles (boarders in the residence of Herman Kofsky). Bottom: entry on previous page for 
Fannie Laidman and her family (middle), as well as for households of Alen and Lena Kofsky and 
Bennie and Bertha Kofsky. 
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Robert’s Birth and Life.  Discrepancies about Robert’s birth year complicate his story. The 
1900 federal census reported the age of both Robert and Rose as 23, and recorded each of their 
birth months as April 1877. However, Robert’s later-reported ages (35 in the 1910 census and 45 
in 1920) would put his birth closer to 1875. When Robert died in 1936, his age was reported as 
55 by neighbor Louis Mulnick, which would put his birth at 1881 -- the same year as Rose.  

Robert reported two different birthdates on important legal documents.  On his application to 
become a citizen in 1896, he listed his birthdate as March 10, 1875. On his World War I draft 
registration card completed in 1918, he stated his birthdate as March 15, 1873. (This same year is 
appears for him in the Find-A-Grave Memorial for his wife Rose.)  This would have made 
Robert the oldest – not the youngest – of his siblings, although Charles’ reported birthdates also 
vary. It is possible that he claimed to be age 45 in order to avoid any chance of conscription.  

Robert consistently stated Russia was his birthplace, reflecting the fact that Lithuania was then 
part of the Russian Empire. For this reason, in his naturalization affidavit he disavowed 
allegiance to Czar Nicholas II. Reflecting the fact that Lithuania had again become independent 
following World War I (following centuries of control by either Poland or Russia), Robert’s 
1936 death certificate stated he was born in Litaway, Lithuania (where his parents are believed to 

 

Robert’s naturalization application, 1896. Note reported birthday of March 10 1975 and “X” 
used for signatures.  
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have resided). Records for his brother indicate Charles was born in Papatatza, Subalk gubernia 
(Suwalki province).  (See Leidmans in Lithuania, Laidman Family History Series No. 6). 

In the 1900 Federal Census, Robert’s native language was listed as German (but was probably 
Yiddish). He spoke English sufficiently to become a naturalized citizen in 1896, although he 
signed his naturalization certificate only with an X. The 1900 census reported he could read, 
write and speak English although wife Rose could not. However the 1910 census reported he 
could only speak English (not read or write). By the end of his life he was believed to speak 7 
languages.  
 
Throughout his life Robert earned his living by peddling and selling. The 1900 census reported 
his occupation as a fruit peddler -- the same as his brother-in-law Louis Ross. (At the time there 
were no supermarkets and no refrigeration, so fruits and vegetables were sold on the street by 

peddlers who secured fresh 
produce at the central market 
or from farmers directly.) In 
1903 he (along with father 
Abraham and brother Charles) 
were listed in a city directory 
simply as a peddlers. In 1909 
(also 1921 and 1922) the same 
periodical directory listed him 
as a huckster (a term then 
used for a peddler who sold 
goods from a cart, stall or 
store front). 
 
While living briefly southwest 
of Cleveland in Galion, Ohio  
at the time of the 1910 
census2 Robert tried his hand 
at his father’s trade, junk 
dealer.  
 
When Robert registered for the 
WWI draft in 1918 he listed his 
occupation as self-employed in 
a scrap iron business operated 
from his residence (which 
probably was more profitable 
due to the demand during 

                                                           
2 The exact period the family was away from Cleveland is uncertain, but probably was no earlier than late 
1909 and no later than 1916 when Robert was listed in Cleveland city directories. More likely, the period 
followed the birth of son Morris (December 4, 1909, place of birth not documented) and preceded the 
birth of son Robert (September 29, 1912, place of birth listed as Cleveland in later documents). Birth 
certificates have yet to be located for either son.  

Robert’s World War II draft registration card.  
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World         War I). However, in 1916, 1923, 1925 and 1931 city directories he was listed simply 
as a peddler. His death certificate listed his occupation as salesman in the fruit and vegetables 
business.  Although no records document the point, two of his grandchildren, Bernard and 
Shirley, described him to their children as being a rag peddler in the late 1920s and early 1930s. 
He was among a number of immigrants who drove through neighborhoods in horse-drawn 
wagons collecting rags and paper and came to be known as “Paper Rex!” men – misunderstood 
due to their thick accents.  

Citing notes from Robert’s daughter-in-law Sarah Laidman (wife of son Albert), granddaughter 
Lynn Laidman Palin explained in a 2009 Facebook post, “Reuben Laidman liked to play cards 
and smoke. He had a good relationship with his sons. His sons worked with him as they grew up.  

“He was a small thin man built like Uncle Morris. He was a quiet Man.”  She later noted that he 
was quite the card shark – and others hired him to play cards for them. 

Robert died 
in at 1936 of 
bronco-
pneumonia 
(possibly 
due to 
smoking). 
He had been 
hospitalized 
for five days 
at St. Luke’s 
Hospital in 
Cleveland              
(see death 
certificate).  

Along with 
various 
members of 
the family, 
he is buried 
at Mount 
Olive 
Cemetery in 
Solon, Ohio. 
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Rose 
Greenberg 
Laidman 

Rose is believed to have been born as Roche Grienberg. Roche was a Hebrew variation of Anna; 
commonly associated names are Rochel and Rachel. Her family came from the Vilna Gubernia 
(province) in present-day Lithuania, where she is believed to have been born.  (This government 
district surrounding Lithuania’s modern-day capital city was also referred to as the Vilna 
Governorate by the Russians.) The city of Vilnius was then known as Vilna and had a long 
tradition of being the spiritual and culture center of Eastern European Jewry; In 1812 Napoleon 
referred to Vilna as the “Jerusalem of Lithuania.” 

Arrival in United States. Details about how Rose and members of her family immigrated are 
not certain. At least three Rose Greenbergs appeared on passenger lists of ships bringing Russian 
immigrants to the United States between 1888 and 1892. Notably, these dates preceded the1896 
year-of-immigration date that appears in Rose Laidman’s entry in the 1900 Federal Census. 
However, that date might not be accurate in light of the various discrepancies in dates reported 
by Robert and Rose in the census canvases over the years. No later records could be found for a 
passenger with the name Rose Greenberg that would place her in Cleveland by 1897 when she 
married Robert.  

The following section in gray is somewhat speculative and requires verification: 

It is believed Rose might have been the Roche Grienberg who, with three other members of a 
family, were aboard the trans-Atlantic crossing of the SS State of Nevada that departed Glasgow, 
Scotland (via Larne, Ireland) and arrived in New York on July 22, 1888.3 The Norwegian-
registered ship was leased to the Red Star Line and carried 394 passengers. Passengers 
disembarked at Castle Garden, which was located in The Bowery area of lower Manhattan and 
operated as an immigration processing center prior to the opening of Ellis Island in 1892.   

Roche age 11, traveled with Hene Grienberg, age 24, along with two younger children, Sore, age 
6, and Sissle, age 1. Roche’s relationship to Hene is not certain; the party was recorded on the 
passenger list simply as a “family.” Hene’s occupation was listed as charrier (carrier or 

                                                           
3 The two other possibilities were 11-year-old Rose Greenberg, who with a younger brother, Solomon, 
accompanied her parents Pk and Pluma Greenberg aboard the SS Westernland, The ship sailed from 
Antwerp, Belgium, and arrived in New York on January 6, 1892. Her 28-year-old father‘s occupation was 
listed as a baker, while her 32-year-old mother, Pluma, was apparently a homemaker. None were reported 
as speaking English. The party carried two pieces of baggage and were listed as destined for Walling 
Ford, probably the small town in Connecticut. The third Rose Greenberg accompanied her mother, Eva 
Greenberg, from Liverpool England aboard the SS Ohio and arrived six months later in Philadelphia on 
July 31, 1892.  This Rose, age 16, and her mother were listed on the manifest as en route to New York to 
meet Eva’s husband. Four younger children were in their party. Ship records indicate Eva carried $60.  

 

Robert’s 1936 death certificate indicating he died at age 55 (suggesting he 
was born in 1881.) 
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transporter), which might have referred simply to her role as escort for the three young girls. 
Hene might have been Roche’s older sister or aunt, but probably not her mother due to their 
ages. 

Transcript of State of Nevada passenger list, 1888. From search on CastleGarden.org based on 
New York Passenger Lists, 1820-1891 

 

Original of passenger list for State of Nevada arriving in New York July 12, 1988 showing the 
Grienberg “family 

Ship records reveal that Hene carried two pieces of baggage and their fare was paid for by “self.”  
No names of relatives left or being met upon arrival were listed. Because it would be quite 
unusual for a 24-year-old woman to embark on such a daunting journey -- first to Glasgow and 
then to America -- it is possible they were accompanied by other family members or friends. 
However, this is difficult to ascertain because the passenger list was prepared alphabetically by 
last name by the ship’s purser in keeping with U.S. Customs requirements. Often immigrants 
were met by family members upon the arrival. 

It is possible that Rose first resided in the area surrounding Sharon, Mercer County, 
Pennsylvania, where a sister (possibly Hene) was later known to reside according to her son 
Robert Laidman (1912-2000). No records of the family could be located in Pennsylvania nor 
Ohio – a task confounded by the Americanization of Hebrew names and by married women 
adopting the surnames of husbands 
 
It is not certain anyone will ever learn about how Rose met Robert – or about their courtship. 
However, it was possibly arranged by a matchmaker, as was customary among Jews at the time. 
Cleveland and Sharon are only 75 miles apart. 
 
The 1900 census following their marriage (see above) indicated Rose could not read, write or 
speak English – and she continued to primarily speak Yiddish throughout her life (with very little 
English). The idea that an 11-year-old girl growing up in the United States did not learn English 
as a child is difficult to believe, but might have been the case if the family remained clustered 
within a rural Jewish enclave.  
 
Rose’s Birth and Life.  Similar to her husband, the years recorded at various times for Rose’s 
birth are riddled with inconsistencies. Her death certificate listed her birthdate as 1881, although 
the birth years that were recorded or imputed from her ages reported in the decennial Federal 
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Census conducted from 1900 to 1940 varied: 1877 (age 23 in 1900 census and 33 in 1910), 1882 
(age 38 in 1920), 1877 (age 53 in 1930), and 1876 (age 64 in 1940).  
 

  

Robert and Rose Laidman’s marriage certificate. Note December 31, 1897 date on left. 

Reflecting the growth of their family between 1900 and 1920, and in efforts to seek better 
housing and a better life, the Laidmans moved about a dozen times – undoubtedly an added 
burden on a homemaker who bore and raised a passel of children during those two decades. The 
following are documented addresses of Robert and Rose Laidman through the years: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Known Addresses of Robert and Rose Laidman  
All in Cleveland, except as noted 
 
Year            Street                                  Source 
 
1900           53 Cherry Street                 Federal Census (January 1900) 
1900           373 Broadway                    1899-1900 Cleveland City Directory (as of August 1900) 
1903           35 Liberal                           1902-03 Cleveland City Directory 
1904           17 Grove                             1904 Cleveland City Directory (Abraham, Robert in rear) 
1906           2327 Croton Avenue          1906 Cleveland City Directory (rear of old 9 Croton Ave) 
 
1907           3028 Croton Avenue          1907 Cleveland City Directory 
1909           3046 Croton Avenue          1908-09 Cleveland City Directory 
1909           2666 East 32md Street        1909 Cleveland Directory 
1910           334 N. Columbus St.          Galion Ohio – Federal Census 
1916           2376 East 39th Street          Cleveland City Directory 
 
1918           2376 East 39th Street          Robert’s WWI draft registration card (September)        
1919           2645 (East) 65th Street        Jack Laidman’s military discharge record          
1920           6578 Woodland Ave           Federal Census 
1925           2388 East 63rd Street          Cleveland City Directory  
1930           3370 East 117th Street         Federal Census 
 
1935           3370 East 117th Street         Robert’s Death Certificate 
1937           3370 East 117th Street         Cleveland City Directory 
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1940           3379 East 116th Street         Federal Census (April -- Rose and LeRoy) 
1940           3375 East 117th Street         Leroy’s WWII registration card (October – possibly only Leroy) 
                   3368 East 117th Street         Morris’s WW registration card (Rose possibly lived with family) 
1950s         736 Lakeview Rd, Glenville    Jewish Orthodox Home for Aged (Rose) -
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Robert and Rose’s family grew steadily until the birth of 
their youngest child, LeRoy, in 1917. But by that time 
offspring were already leaving home, beginning in 1916 
when Jack entered the U.S. Army. In 1917 daughter Sadie 
married Hyman Katz, and in 1920 daughter Mary married 
Raymond Zorger while son Jack married Edith Laidman. 
During the 1920s son Benjamin enlisted in the U.S. Navy’s 
submarine corps, while Albert became an MP (military 
police officer) in the U.S. Marine Corps.  

Rose’s family life was plagued with tragedy. Infant son 
Henry died of marasmus (severe undernourishment and 
weight loss) in 1908. Her second grandchild, Solomon 
Katz, son of Hyman and Sadie Katz, was premature and 
died the day of his birth. Five-year-old Isador was struck 
and killed by an automobile on their street in 1922. Married 
daughter Sadie Katz died of arsphenamine (arsenic) 
poisoning from a medical treatment at age 25 in 1925. 
Rose’s youngest son LeRoy was diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis as a young adult and died at age 29 in 1946. 

The expansion and contraction of the Laidman household is evidenced in Federal Census reports 
for the years 1910-1940. Screen shots of the original census register pages for those years are 
reproduced below.4 Of particular note are the discrepancies in the spelling of the family name in 
1920 and 1930 and inconsistencies in the names of family members and dates provided to census 
enumerators. 

                                                           
4 Only key information appearing on the left side of each census log is reproduced here. Additional details 
appear on the right side of each report and can be viewed online by accessing the original documents on 
sites such as FamilySearch.com and Ancestry.com. The street addresses listed above were culled from the 
enumerator’s handwritten notations along the left margin of each page. Note: Census data are released 72 
years following their collection; the 1950 Census findings are scheduled for release in April 2022 
 

Robert and Rose’s last 
residence at 3370 East 117th 
Street, near Kinsman, is the 
only Laidman family home that 
still stands. The couple 
occupied the house from the 
late 1920s until circa 1937. 
Photo: Google Maps November 
2020 
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• 1910 Federal Census – Instead of Rosy (as in 1900), Rose is referred to as Rosa.  Jack 
(who appeared as Gus in 1900) was listed as Abe (also the name of his grandfather). 
Daughter Gertrude was referred to as Bella:  

 

• 1920 Federal Census –The household was recorded using a phonetic spelling -- 
Lademan, not Laidman. Son Jack appears as Jack for the first time.  Among four children 
born during the 1910s was Isador, who was later killed (see above):  

 

 
• 1930 Federal Census – Unlike 1920, the family name was recorded properly. But due to 

the missing dot on the “i” the family name was transcribed and indexed in electronic 
databases as Landman. (Thus Laidman does not readily appear in searches.)  Sons Robert 
and Leroy, ages 16 and 12, still resided with their parents. Son Ben had mustered out of 
the U.S. Navy in 1927 and was listed as living with his parents years prior to marrying 
Ruth Ginsberg later in the year:     
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Following Robert’s death in 1936, the Cleveland city directory for 1937 still listed Rose residing 
in her home at 3370 East 117th Street with four additional individuals, presumably lodgers. Son 
Albert and his wife Sarah (who married in 1933) resided in the house two doors away at 3378. 
(Sarah met Al after the Laidmans moved in next door to her family; her parents continued to 
reside at 3374, the house they had occupied by the time of the 1920 census.)     

Probably in 1938, Rose and Leroy moved in as boarders in the home of friends who lived behind 
them on East 116th St., Morris and Eva Bregman.  At the same time, Robert left home to reside 
for several months in the home of the parents of his future bride, Doris Rosenblum. The couple 
married in September 1938.  

• 1940 Census -- Rose at age 59 (not 64) and son LeRoy at age 23 were listed as lodgers in 
the home of Morris and Eva Bregman.   
 

 

Rose and Robert were grandparents of 24 children born between 1917 and 1952: Gladys Katz, 
1917; Bernard 1921; Shirley 1922; Dorothy Katz 1923; Sanford 1924; Arline 1928; Joan Bojec 
1929; John Bojec Jr. 1931; Dan 1932; Joyce 1933; Nancy 1934; Sandy 1934; Bobby 1936; Ted 
1939; Harvey 1942; Barry 1943; Roberta 1943; Janie Lynn 1944; Laura 1945; Jerry 1946; Marge 
Bojec 1946; Richard 1947; Lynn 1948; and Sharon 1952.     

 

 

Rarely photographed, Rose appeared with various family members in several 8mm home movies 
taken by her son Robert in the 1940s On right: Rose with grandchildren Nancy, Bobby, Ted and 
Sandy. 



13 
 

According to notes from daughter-in-law Sarah, Rose Laidman was considered one of the most 
beautiful women in Cleveland. However, as an older woman, her granddaughters Shirley and 
Joyce remember her as somewhat crude. For example, if she had to urinate while talking down 
the street, she would simply lower one leg onto the street, pull up her dress (she was not wearing 
underwear), and pee in the gutter. 

Rose lived on her own for about 15 years following Robert’s death.   

By the late 1940s or early 1950s, at age 69 or 70, she suffered from diabetes and the onset of 
dementia and became a resident of the Jewish Orthodox Home for the Aged in the Glenville 
community of Cleveland, where she lived the last years of her life (now the modern Menorah 
Park complex in Beachwood). 

Several of her grandchildren recall visiting Rose in the facility, which was typical of such 
facilities at the time – old and smelly. In a 2009 Facebook post, granddaughter Janie Lynn 
Laidman, daughter of Morris, recalled, “I remember meeting my Grandmother Rose at a hospital 
when I was about 4 or 5. I don't think that she spoke to me. She seemed ancient, and the place 
was very sad.” Margie Bojec Zebrowski recalls sometimes going along when her mother 
Gertrude visited Rose every Thursday. She remembers the experience as scary.  Harvey Laidman 
recalled visiting her – and several occasions when his father Al Laidman brought Rose home in 
the car for family dinners. Rose wore a black dress and spoke very little.  

Rose Laidman died January 28, 1966.  She also is buried at Mount Olive Cemetery, Solon, Ohio.  

 

Author’s Note 

Constructing a family’s story after century later is a treacherous task – plagued by missing 
information, inconsistent facts, errors in the recording of information by census enumerators, 
bureaucrats and researchers, and imprecise information recalled or reported by the principals. 

This story of Robert and Rose Laidman is based on the best available information, albeit 
incomplete. In particular, no verifiable information has been found concerning how the Laidman 
family came to America, or about Rose’s family and/or their transport to Cleveland. As new and 
better information and insights become available, their saga will inevitably be subject to revision 
and corrections. Readers are invited to contribute by sharing their own recollections or 
revelations based on family research. 

Special thanks go to Lynn Laidman Palin for material based on her Laidman family research – 
including details not readily found from the public records accessible on family history websites. 
She read the preliminary draft. The early family research by Janie Lynn Laidman in the 1990s 
also must be acknowledged.  Three of Robert and Rose’s other grandchildren -- Joyce Laidman 
Simler, Harvey Laidman, and Marge Bojec Zebrowski – also shared their remembrances of Rose 
Laidman in telephone conversations. 

A special Facebook Group is devoted to the couple and their family. On Facebook, search 
Descendants of Ruben and Rose Laidman Facebook.com/groups/54236889609). 


