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Jack and Edith Laidman 
1899-1961 | 1900-1958 

 
Early Years. Jack and Edith each grew up in Cleveland as the oldest American-born child of 
Jewish immigrants.  
 
Jack was born in September 1899 when his Lithuanian parents, Robert (Ruben) and Rose 
(Roche) Greenberg Laidman, resided at 53 Cherry Street, southeast of downtown Cleveland near 
the intersection of East 14th St. and Broadway. His father earned his living primarily as a fruits 
and vegetables peddler, although later he sold junk, scrap metal, and rags and papers at various 
times. His father and mother continued to reside in Cleveland until their deaths in 1936 and 
1966, respectively. Jack’s younger siblings included Sadie Katz, Mary Zorger/Olson, Benjamin, 
Albert, Henry, Gertrude Bojec, Isador, Morris, Robert, and LeRoy Laidman. 
 
Edith was born in July 1900 and was the daughter of Ellis Matias Ginsberg and his wife Rose 
Rosen, who emigrated from Russia.  As was custom, she also was given the Hebrew name 
Naomi. In 1904 the family lived at 30 Henry Street – only a few blocks north of the Laidmans. 
Ellis was a successful tailor and, similar to the Laidmans, the Ginsberg’s soon left the Jewish 
tenement district and moved further out on the east side (to 2695 East 51st St. by the time of the 
1910 Census).  Edith’s mother died in Cleveland in 1941; her father later lived for several years 
in California to be near several of his daughters prior to his death in 1958. Edith’s younger 
siblings included Sylvia, Earl, Albert, Ruth (married Jack’s brother, Benjamin Laidman), Leona 
Weltman (twin sister of Ruth) and Geraldine Deitch. 
 
Jack was listed as “Gus” in the 1900 Federal Census and “Abe” in the 1910 population count. It 
is possible his Hebrew-given name was Abraham, in honor of his grandfather Abraham 
Laidman, but Jewish custom did not allow individuals in the same family to be called by the 
same name.  Registration of births at home were not required at the time. 
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The earliest documented use of the name “Jack” as his first name was for his full-time enlistment 
in the U.S. Ohio National Guard in July 1916 prior to the United States’ entry into World War I. 
(It is likely he lied about his because he was not yet 17; his veterans index record shows his birth 
year as 1897, not 1899.) At the time, he also used the middle initial “L.” The first documented 
use of “Louis” as his middle name dates only from his World War II draft registration card 
completed in 1940 (see below).  Daughter Joyce recalls that Jack had considered the name 
Gilbert and possibly used it for a short time.  

 
Jack served in Company I of the ONG’s 166th Infantry, which itself was part of the 82nd 
Brigade of the famous Rainbow Division comprised of units from states across the country. The 
majority of the unit served a nine-month deployment guarding the Mexican Border before World 
War I was declared. Beginning August 1917, the entire state national guard was discharged and 
then drafted into the regular Army. Following training in Alabama, the unit was reorganized as 
the 37th Division (aka the Buckeye Division) and sent to France in June 1918, seeing action in 
the Lorraine, Meuse-Argonne and Ypres-Lys campaigns.  Jack served a private and at least for 
some period of time toward the end of his deployment was listed as being assigned to the 
medical department. He received $20 per month pay during 1918, according to a muster roll for 
his unit. He was honorably discharged in May 1919. 
 

 
 Jack Laidman’s listing in “Ohio Roster of Soldiers, Sailors and Marines in World War I” 
 
Jack had a third-grade education. At about age 10 he probably went to work helping his father in 
his fruit and vegetable business in order to support the family.  In 1920, following his Army 
discharge, federal census records reveal that Jack resided in his parent’s home at 6518 Woodland 
Avenue in Cleveland’s Ward 17. Possibly based on skills he acquired in the Army, or from 
working as an electrician’s helper prior to entering the military, the census reported he already 
was employed as an electrician. (The economy was booming with new construction in the early 
1920s, a time when the straggling homes and small businesses were converting from gas or 
kerosene to electric lighting.) 
 
At the same time, in 1920, Edith was a 19-year-old clerk who worked in a telegraph office while 
still residing with her parents at 2299 Clarkwood Road (a house they had owned since at least 
1913). Her formal education had ended in the 8th grade (about age 15), and it is possible she 
assisted her father in his tailoring business or went directly into office work.  
 
It is not certain how Jack and Edith met, although both families resided in the Kinsman area of 
Cleveland.  It is possible the families knew one another earlier, or that Edith had met Jack before 
he enlisted, but neither is certain. However, their homes were nearby (one-half mile apart) in 
1920. 
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The couple was married by a rabbi in a traditional Jewish ceremony on March 21, 1920.  

     Jack and Edith’s 1920 marriage license 
 
 
Raising a Young Family in the 1920s and 1930s.  Little is known about their early married 
years. While Jack pursued his electrical career, Edith assumed the role of full-time homemaker  
and mother with the births of their five children: Bernard (1921), Shirley (1922), Sanford (1924), 
Arline (1928), and Joyce (1933). 
 
 A 1923 Cleveland City Directory listed the couple’s residence as 6517 Florence Court.  Two 
years later, they resided at 3459 East 128th Street (at Union) – only one or two doors away from 
3465 East 128th Street, where the young family resided during the 1930 Federal Census. 
Notably, the 1923 and 1925 directory entries used the name “John L. Laidman.” Apparently Jack 
also used John when reporting personal information for the 1940 Census. The reason is not 
certain.  
 

 
1930 Federal Census for Laidman Family at 3465 East 128th Street 
 
Sometime in the early 1930s, the family moved to a house on Cato Street in Maple Heights. The 
Depression would eventually devastate the construction industry and soon Jack became 
unemployed. Details are sketchy but daughter Joyce (who was not yet born) believes that the 
house on Cato Street was repossessed – like so many others at the time – or at least could not pay 
the rent. 
 
As a very young child Joyce recalls the family briefly lived in a rented house on Broadway, near 
Longwood Avenue (circa 1936-1937). They then lived briefly on the second floor of the Maple 
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Heights movie theater, when the theater’s owner, a friend of 
Jack’s, allowed the family to reside upstairs in exchange for Jack 
cleaning the theater and maintaining the building. It is likely that 
Jack also took on other odd jobs.  Daughter Shirley later recalled 
that the Great Depression was a lean time for the family, which 
barely had enough food. The experience had a lasting impact on 
her values: she remained frugal and made it a point to always 
maintain a full pantry throughout her life. 

   
Jack eventually was able to go back to work. About this time, he 
was hired (possibly rehired) by Doan Electric, which later became 
the largest electrical contracting firm in northeast Ohio.  He 
worked at Doan for two decades until late 1960 when he worked 
briefly for his brother Al’s Laidman Electric prior to Jack’s death    

 
By 1939, according to the Bedford-Maple Heights City Directory, the Laidman’s purchased their 
modest family home at 5755 Longwood. The home (now demolished) stood at the end of the street 
near the house where they had resided on Broadway and was adjacent to Cuyahoga Steel and Wire.  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top: 1939 Bedford-Maple Heights Directory listing home address and Jack’s position as VFW 
Commander. Bottom: Jack’s WWII registration card listing his Longwood address and Doan 
Electric as his employer, 1940. 

Maple Heights Theater 1930s 
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Jack was always generous; and for some period of time he allowed a family, the Langfords, to live 
in the barn behind their house until they could re-establish their financial footing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1940 Federal census register for Laidman household on Longwood 
 
The 1940 federal census showed all five Laidman children still living at home. However, World 
War II brought changes to the family.  Both sons enlisted in the Navy – Bernie in February 1942 
and Sam in August 1942. (Sam later married Bertha J. Rickelman in July 1943.) Daughter 
Shirley, at age 20, married Earl Hallahan in May 1943 and moved for several years to Texas and 
Missouri as Earl sought better employment before the couple returned to Cleveland. 
 

 
Laidman Children 1940-1950: Bernard “Bernie,” Shirley, Sanford “Sam,” Arline and Joyce  
 
Meanwhile, work during the war took Jack to a construction project in Alliance, Ohio, southeast 
of Cleveland, where he met Nora I. Sax, a divorcee with two children. Not surprisingly, Jack’s 
infidelity incensed Edith, who daughter Joyce remembers stormed out of the house in a rage 
when she learned of the affair.  
 
Edith following divorce. Edith had been disillusioned with her marriage and the circumstances 
of her life for many years.  According to daughter Joyce, Edith might be described as unhappy or 
trapped and became “vague.” This is not surprising in light of the fact the couple struggled to 
make ends meet in the 1930s -- whereas as a young girl, Edith had everything she wanted and 
was treated somewhat as a “princess” by her parents. Edith suffered from what might be 
diagnosed today as depression and largely disengaged from family life. Although she cooked for 
the family, she was a terrible housekeeper by all accounts. She became increasingly withdrawn 
and spent her time visiting friends, reading, listening to the radio, and, later, watching television 
(on one of the earliest black-and-white TV sets). 
 



6 
 

As a young teenager during the years from 1934 to 1940, oldest daughter Shirley filled much of 
the void by assuming domestic chores, including the care of the couple’s baby daughter Joyce as 
she grew up. As an older teenager, Shirley even purchased Joyce’s clothing from wages Shirley 
earned from one of her first jobs as a waitress.  

 
Shirley remembered her father being away from the house a lot. In one instance she recalled him 
telling the family they could expect him back when they saw him coming through the door. By 
1939, Jack had become commander of the local VWF Post No. 3290, in which he was 
undoubtedly active through the years and probably frequented often. 

 
By 1943, Jack found the situation at home insufferable and filed for divorce. Edith was left to 
raise daughters Arline, age 16, and Joyce, age 10.  She received $20 a week in alimony and child 
support ($10 a week after Joyce reached age 18).   

 
For the next 12 years Edith lived in the house on Longwood with a combination of her children.  
 
Joyce was still in grade school at the time of her parents’ divorce. Later she attended Maple 
Heights High School.  Joyce and Edith endured many of the tensions typically found in the 
relationship between a teenage daughter and a mother. Joyce remembers arguing with her mother 
often and regrets she did not treat her mother better. In school, Joyce was involved in a wide 
variety of activities, which kept her busy and out of the house after school. She spent Christmas 
Eves with friends at the Catholic church. Joyce worked summers in a dentist’s office and as a 

claims processor for Travelers Insurance. Upon graduation in 1951 
she applied and was hired as secretary to the dean of Case Institute 
of Technology, where her future husband became a student. She had 
known James Simler since grade school, and the couple began 
dating between their junior and senior years in high school.  Jim 
worked at the Pick ‘n pay grocery store and took Joyce out for a 
hearty meal almost every weekend. Joyce continued to live with 
Edith until the couple married in 1955.   

 
Edith’s daughter Arline dropped out of school at age 16 (ca 1944) 
and continued to live at the house for only three more years. Similar 
to her sister, Shirley, Arline began working as a waitress at an early 
age, although, she was listed in the Bedford-Maple Heights city 
directory for 1947-48 as a saleswoman at the May Co. department 
store while still living at home prior to her marriage to Donald 
Armstrong in 1947. When son Bernie was discharged from the Navy 
in December 1945, he was similarly listed as living at the house 
while working as an electrician at Rist Electric and Hardware before 
marrying Dorothy Kastelic in 1948.   

 
For a number of years during and after the war, Edith worked at 

Mighton’s in Maple Heights -- a food manufacturer that produced rations for military personnel 
during the war and later resumed its original business producing canned pet food. She later was 
employed as a factory worker at Torq Electric. In the 1950s she depended primarily on 

Edith (left) with sister-
in-law Gerty Bojec and 
mother-in-law Rose 
Greenberg Laidman, ca 
1940, in a rare photo 
from the period.  
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babysitting for her income. She walked everywhere – to work and to stores – because she ever 
drove a car. 
 
Edith maintained a circle of friends. In almost every evening in the 1950s she visited a friend 
who lived nearby. Dorothy Jenkinson supplied plenty of conversation, often served Edith dinner 
and frequently gave her food to take home. After returning from one of their mid-week visits in 
May 1958, Edith suffered a heart attack and died while alone at home. After long-time neighbor 
Ed Siebert saw newspapers accumulating on the front porch for several days, he alerted Edith’s 
son Bernie on the morning of Mother’s Day. Edith was 57. 

 
Jack following divorce. In 1943, Jack married Nora Sax -- a relationship cut short after only 
four years by Nora’s death from cancer in 1947.  Nora had two adult children, including a 
daughter, Patricia Stevens, who briefly dated Jack’s son Bernie prior to the daughter’s own death 
in the same year as her mother’s. 

 
In 1948, Jack married his third wife, Rose (nee Barty) Matson, a friend of Nora. Rose had been 
married previously and lived around the corner from the Laidman house (which was on East 
140th Street at Kelso Avenue, across from the Eaton Axle factory). Jack’s daughter Shirley and 
husband Earl also lived on the same street. 
 
Rose strived to establish and maintain close ties to Jack’s children, and regularly hosted holiday 
events for the family. In the mid-1950s Jack and Rose moved to a suburban house at 1207 
Ranchland Road in Mayfield Heights. For the Jack’s oldest grandchildren, Rose is remembered 
as their Grandma Laidman.   
 

                                        

 
Jack had led the way for four of his brothers – Ben, Al, Morris and Robert -- to all pursue careers 
as electricians in the 1920s and 1930s. Similarly he was instrumental in encouraging both of his 
sons, Bernie and Sam, to enter the IBEW union’s apprenticeship program for electricians 
following their discharges from the service. He also helped both of them get hired on at Doan 
Electric where Bernie and Sam were employed throughout their careers. Both boys are believed 

Jack with sons Sam and Bernie, circa 1950; Jack and Rose with grandchildren Diane, Judy 
and Kirk in photo that appeared on the couple’s 1951 Christmas card. 
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to have learned basics of the trade by helping their father before World War II – and went on to 
become electrician’s mates in the Navy during the war.  
 
(He also helped his future son-in-law, Jim Simler, secure a summer job as an electrician’s helper 
at Doan.  Jim assisted his future brothers-in-law Bernie and Sam during the summer breaks 
before his freshman and junior years in college.  
 
At Doan, Jack oversaw electrical work at schools, hospitals government buildings and major 
shopping centers (including Southgate and North Randall) built as part of the post-WWII 
construction boom.  
 
Grandson Kirk Hallahan remembers that Jack always removed his shoes and wore white socks at 
home. Once when Kirk and his father unexpectedly pulled up behind Jack’s car at a traffic light 
in downtown Cleveland and honked the horn; Jack jumped out of the car in his stocking feet to 
see who was making all the noise.   
 
Jack survived Edith by only three years. In March 1961 he sustained injuries in an automobile 
accident (in era before seatbelts were required).  Five days after the accident, he succumbed to 
pneumonia developed while in the hospital. He was 61. 

 
Neither Jack nor Edith followed Jewish religious traditions during their lives, although Joyce 
recalled Edith regularly reading a small devotional.  Not surprisingly, each of their children 
married outside the faith. However, both Jack and Edith were given a traditional Jewish funerals 
officiated by a rabbi. Each is buried at Mount Olive Cemetery in Solon, Ohio. 
 
 
 
Author’s Note 
 
Most of the early historical details are based on public records (decennial censuses, military-
related records, city directories, etc.) now available online through family history websites. 
Original sources and additional photos can be found in the Sources and Memories sections of 
the entries for Jack (ID No. L29N-NFP) and Edith (ID No. L29N-NFH) on Family Search.com, a 
free family history website (registration required). Also follow the links to view the entries about 
their parents and children.   
 
Special thanks go to Joyce Simler, Jack and Edith’s only surviving child, and her husband James 
Simler, who shared their recollections about growing up in a several extended telephone 
conversations conducted in fall 2021.They also reviewed the preliminary draft. Some of the 
details recounted here are based on the author’s personal memory and his recall of bits and 
pieces of conversations through the years with his mother, Shirley, prior to her death. \ 
 
Family members and others with additional recollections are invited to submit them for inclusion 
in a planned update.   
  


