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Descendants of Jack and Edith Laidman 

About this List. This is a genealogy of descendants of Jack Louis Laidman and Edith Ginsberg 
Laidman and their five children -- Bernard, Shirley, Sanford, Arline and Joyce.  Together Jack 
and Edith’s descendants and their spouses comprise a major Laidman clan in the United States, 
which now numbers 120+ living members. 

This list was updated from two earlier compilations of family history. One was a two-page section of 
a larger Katz Family history compiled in 1992 by relatives of Edith. The second was a five-page 
family tree of the Laidman Family created circa 1995 by Janie Lynn Laidman, a now-deceased 
daughter of Jack’s brother Morris.  

During the ensuing quarter-century the number of family members has doubled through births, 
adoptions and marriages. This list includes both living and deceased family members and is 
intended as a tool for third-, fourth-, fifth- and six-generation family members interested in 
learning more about their Laidman family heritage. It supplements online websites such as 
Family Search.com, Ancestry.com and My Heritage.com, which provide additional details about 
five generations of deceased family members dating to the 1820s.  

Jack Laidman was the oldest of 11 children born to Robert (Ruben) Laidman 
and Rose (Roche) Greenberg Laidman, who as young adults each immigrated 
from Lithuania/Russia and were married in Cleveland in 1897.  He was born 
in 1899, and after serving in the U.S. Army in France during World War I, he 
became an electrician by trade in the early 1920s. After being unemployed 
during the Depression, Jack later was a superintendent for a Doan Electric, a 
major electrical contracting firm. He also was instrumental in encouraging 
four of his brothers and his two sons to follow similar careers. In 1961 he 
succumbed to complications from injuries sustained in an automobile accident. 

Edith Ginsburg was the first of Jack’s three wives. She was born in 1900 -- 
the oldest of the seven children of Russian immigrants Ellis Mattias 
Ginsberg and Rose Rosen. Her parents also had immigrated as young 
adults. Edith worked as a telegraph office clerk when the couple married in 
1920. She was a homemaker during the early years of their marriage, but 
became disillusioned with her life and suffered from depression. Following 
the couple’s divorce in 1943, she was among the many women who entered 
the work force as factory workers during World War II. She later earned 
her living babysitting. She continued to live in the family’s Maple Heights 
home, where she died from an unexpected heart attack in 1958.   

 


